All-trans retinoic acid syndrome: another cause of drug-induced respiratory failure.
It is now possible to achieve complete remission in the majority of patients with acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL) if all-trans retinoic acid (ATRA) is administered as a single agent or in combination with cytotoxic chemotherapy. Despite its positive influence on recovery, ATRA is not without the potential for toxicity. It is important for clinicians participating in the care of patients undergoing treatment with this drug to be aware of ATRA syndrome and institute the appropriate therapy to reduce the likelihood of an adverse outcome.